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Dedicated to the many

students
parents
teachers
support staff
administrators
and
community members
that have made Madison Exploratory School possible!



Once upon a time there was a little school.
It was well built of brick and was
snuggled against the mountains and near a river in a quiet town in

Colorado.

The school’s name was Madison. Madison had shiny wood floors,

beautiful wooden doors and big windows to let in the sunshine.







When Madison was built in 1924 the people in the neighborhood
thought of how their children and grandchildren and great

grandchildren would be learning, playing, and making friends.







Madison was very happy on the corner of East Douglas and 2
Street in Canon City, Colorado. Through the years, as the trees in
the neighborhood grew tall, Madison watched all the children who
came to school learn to read, write, do their arithmetic, sing, and

make beautiful art. The best part of each day was watching them
play, laugh, and run on the playground at recess with all their friends.




Madison First Grade 6
May, 1954



S




R e ners————— e e R SR R TR

COUNT AND FAIRIES PLAY 1926



o o

AT,

i e SO

At

GRADE BAND

/926



ECLECTIC

=
v
3
=

READER

10



After forty-six years, in 1970, the Superintendent of Schools
decided that a few bigger schools around town would be better,

Madison was no longer a school, but was used as a workshop and a
paint shop for the school district. This was a sad time for Madison
and it began to look old and beat up. Walls were torn out, doors were
- taken off the hinges and lost, and the floors became covered with

- dirt, sawdust, and paint. The windows were broken and then covered

| up so the beautiful sunshine disappeared and it was dark inside. No
children played outside, there was no laughter or singing anymore.

Other old buildings were dragged in and put on the playground
where the children had once played.
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Just when Madison was at its worst, it saw a glimpse of a different
future. One day, the buildings outside on the playground had
children in them. Madison could watch and see that those children
were going to school in those other buildings. Children were back on
the playground playing! Madison was happy for the first time in

many years.
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Not long after the children returned, people came to Madison and
began to talk and make plans. Then the cleaning began. Children
would be coming back to the building and there would be learning
inside the building again! The workers treated Madison with great
care, cleaning up and fixing up and bringing back all the beauty that
was there in 1924.
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The floors were polished.

The windows were given new shiny glass.
The doors were re-built and hung.
The walls were replaced and painted.

New stairs were added.

- The basement was cleaned up and new lights made it light and

bright.

~ Then the children came! Mad

ison was happy once again.
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But the school wasn't finished yet. The children helped choose new
toys for the playground. A parking lot was added for the teachers.

New bushes and grass were planted. Madison even got a new name
Madison Exploratory School. The new name was added because now
the children at Madison learned not just from books and teachers,
they learned by doing projects and exploring subjects and ideas that

interested them. The old building was new in many ways.
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Because the children and their families loved Madison Exploratory
School, they decided to add something extra special. For three years
the children worked to raise money to build an outdoor ‘toom’. This
new room was for eating lunch, making art, working on projects,
putting on plays and performances, and sometimes having a party.
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‘Today, Madison is eighty-five years old. It is a happy place where
children learn and grow as a community, where they have friends and
teachers who love them, and whete they can learn in lots of different

ways, exploring their world and themselves.
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Mac

ison Exploratory School loves its children and the children love
Madison Exploratory School

Centennial Park Mural Project—2008

25



¥

*$31J 13U A10ISIY
162077 auy woy st 0joyd ay 1, *sajy p103ay Kjreq pue jooydg uosipey ‘Areaquy anqng 1) uoun)) ay) jo
1)U K10)SIH [EI0] 1) UY SPI0IAT UO PASEq UWNJ0D SIY} 2)0.IM SUOIATT WO JAJLIA JJEIS P102aY
'9 ySnoay | sapeid apnjour 01 i puedxa o
suejd are axay |, "9 ydnouy) ¢ sapeis ur SIUSPMS SIAISS [OOUDS JY |, *311S I3YIOUR 0] PIAOL UG AABY S}UN
TE[NpOW 8y pue sjuapnis ¢/ 1oy adeds y3noua sey [00yds Al "woos pueq pue disnw e pue s)oafosd Jui
-3009 [e1oads 10§ pasn st ydiym ‘anouayany & SBY MOU JudWaseq Y [ "9 | JO [[B) aY1 Ul 11 0l paroww
sjuapms “3uipjing sy [apouwai 0y (00*00<s Suipuadxa 131} "3sn0Y [00YIS P[0 Ay} 3PISAQ SWI00ISSEYD
AE[NPOW Ul j00YdS pajonpuod s1aydea) pue SUaPnIs ay | “ajis ayy 0] Paunjal OyMm SI13ydea) pue sjuap
"I 9L} PIWOd[IM SIUBPISAL UOUR) LINOS ‘b6 | U] “Fuilias [00y2s jeuonipes e Ul JALIYY ), UOP OYm Sjuap
-NIs 10} jooyas e apiaoid 03 wiesSoud auy wiaq 03 76| U uesd 000°SL$ © PaAIddal1 1011SI(] [00YDS |-}
A1) uoue) “jooyds Kiojelojdxs uosipeyy 9Y} St asnoyjooyds e se Knp 0} pauInial sem 3t ‘946 | U
: LL61 ut doys aoueuaurewr j0oyds & 0] pajan
“UOD PUB L6 [ Ul paso|d sem 1] “Jooyds sy Suipuane ‘g pue | ‘sapesd om) AJuo a1am a1ay) ‘796 uf ‘Sui
“PIING ayy 01 jJuddelpe swoojooyds qejaid pappe 1aLsip jooyos Y1 ‘8561 Ag "paiilal ays uaym [0oyds
) 1e Jaydea) e pue jediounid ay) sem ayg "[ooyds UOSIPEy Je 19a1eD Buiyoeay amua 13y juads sjney
U3[aH "siunodde Jadedsmau o) Fuipioaoe 2ouaisixa s)i Jo sieak Alea ayy ur yuow e g7 01 G4 pred
21oMm SIBUDBIL “p Y3BNOIY) | S[2AI] apRIT Panlas 11 76| Arenuer uf sassejo 10j pauado sem i Uy M
761
19qUISI3( Ul patedtpap pue pajajduioa seam 11 uaym (00‘pz$ punose sem UO1ONIISU0 JO 1503 [eniul ay |
‘Kem|jey enuas ay) pue SWwoolsse[d anoy ayy a0y 3unyy3i| sjdwe aaeg 3uipjing 3y ur smopuim pawiely
-[e1oW 318 “JuaWaseq ay) ul pay lam SOSSB[D 1Y "Woodydun| & pue Swioonsal apnjout o) papuedxa

SEM JuauIaseq aup ‘sxeak Jajey u] jueld Suneay pue seate aFelols yyim JUSLIISE] B PUB 100]} PU0I3S oY)

U0 32140 UE “J00]] ISI1J 3y} UO SWOOISSE[D INOJ SEY 3uiping K1035-0m3 3y Yoo aAndunsIp v Juipying
) 3AIF 01 YL WLad Jo $3sIN0d 9j3uls Aq pajemyusooe st youq 908y moj[ak Y, "0 Youg nemar
au1 Aq apew ¥auq passaid aneworydkjod pue Yolq uowiwios Ajifenb 1s3q ayy Jo paloNISU0d Sem 1 ‘Bul
-PIINg 313 JO 13U102 1583 3y U0 KUy e pue
duenua yuoyy paddsss e £q uayouq joou jey [00YDS uosIpeIA
B 1M 093] MV 10 WIRPOIA LY Sem (0040 RS ‘
UOSIPBI 3} JOo 3jA)S [eIN}oajIydIe Ay
9661 Ul santadoay duoIsIH
JO 1315139y 2je1§ Ay uo paseyd sem [ooydg
UOSIPEIN “00YdS S[ppiA A1) uoue) ay
MOU SI PUB S)3313S UIBJA pue 1 1B Ing sem
[00Yds Sippiw 2y, 1) AIoisiH 8207
Y} Je spiodar 0} Fuipiodoe ‘fiunwiwod
3uimou3d e Jo spaau ay 199w 01 76| ui jjing
21aM |OOYdS UOSIPEI ayl pue [00tdg YSiy
AN uoue) mau v 12ang puooag yinog pue
NUIAY Se|3no( 1Ses JO JaUI0d 3y Je [00ydS §
UOSIPBIA Y3 s1 eale )i uoye) ay ur sur-
-PIing |00Yds JuiAlAINS JSap[o 3y Jo auQ
AV sedno( g 707
[00Y2G uoSIpeA]

ADPO $102.475 25977
UMop pj0438 » puw 3sd ANO
10 asdwi1]§ yoinb v ayny

LLeY X8,

26



The original construction costs for Madison School in 1924 was $20,000. The renovation costs in 1996 were $350.000. Part of the construction costs came
from a Colorado Historic Society Grant. Madison Exploratory School is on the State Historic List.

From 1924-1970 approximately 950 students attended and learned at Madison School

From 1992-2009 approximately S00 students have attended and learned at Exploratory School/ Madison Exploratory School

The original construction costs for Madison in 1924 was $20,000. The renovation costs in 1996 were $350,000. Part of the construction costs came from a
Colorado Historic Society grant. Madison Exploratory School is honoted to be on the State Historic Register.
The Madison Exploratory School concept began in 1992 when Molly Merry wrote a grant for start-up funding through the Colorado Department of Education
Schools of Choice program. The program began with thirty students in one classroom as a school within a school at Lincoln Elementary. The next two years, two
more classrooms were added and the program moved to modular buildings at the Madison School site at 202 E. Douglas. In 1996 Canon City Schools began
renovation of the old building to house the Exploratory program. The original purpose of Exploratory School was to provide a learning environment for stu-
dents who needed more diverse approaches to learning, hands-on learning opportunities, and ongoing relationship support with their teachers and peers. These
original concepts have continued to be the backbone of Madison Exploratory School as it has evolved in response to identified needs of students and ongoing
innovation in the field of education and learning,
Madison Exploratory programs and philosophy include:

Personal responsibility/ Choice Theory

Traditional instruction balanced with innovative learning opportunities

Project Based Learning / individual and group

Multiple Intelligences Labs/Learning Styles Theory

Multi-age environment—first through sixth grade

Accessing community resources for learning

Parent Training/Involvement

Madison Exploratory School is an example of the ability to house a non-traditional educational design in an historic traditionally designed building. All it takes is
creative adaptation, teacher commitment, and dedicated leadership.

27



Thoe Groater Royal GQoarge Reglon

SAN . o~ -/‘ﬁ l
CANON CITY 7% . !
A I LJY ( RD Publish Date: 1/28/2009

Lights, camera, action: Madison goes behind the lens

Local school filmed for documentary on rehabilitation projects

Debbie Bell
The Daily Record

Wooden floorboards creaked Tuesday as students moved from one classroom to an-
other in an old Cafion City school building — and each small step was caught on film.

There was a whole lot of learning going on at Madison Exploratory School throughout
the day despite a film crew capturing every move. Classes proceeded as normal, al-
though teachers took a few minutes to talk to the team from Eagle Ridge Media of
Golden while their students worked diligently in the background.

Madison was one of only six school buildings in the entire state of Colorado chosen to .
be featured in an upcoming documentary about successful school rehabilitation pro- ~ [*
jects, sponsored by Colorado Preservation Inc. Lisa Dawis talks to a filming crew from Eagle Ridge Media on

Tuesday at Madison Exploratory School. Davis teaches technol-

“We want to raise awareness of what you can do with historic structures,” said Ashley | ©9y and the gifted and t“::&fg%pmg’“m 10 ke E5-mon-old
Bushey, Historic School Survey Intern with CPI, a nonprofit, statewide historic preser- Debbie Bell/Daily neco?é

vation organization. “We hope to inspire new ideas.”

Built in 1924, Madison was closed in 1970 and re-opened with new vitality in 1996 as an exploratory school after extensive renovations fueled by a
$100,000 grant from CPI. Principal Molly Merry, who has been with the exploratory program since its inception in 1992, watched the video crew
with satisfaction — she wrote the original CPI grant application for the funding.

“This is just amazing,” Merry said. “Madison is such a fine example of a successful project. It is traditional architecture that is housing a very non-
traditional program. They function together beautifully.”



Merry said staff and students alike love the structure.
‘It feels very homey," she said. “There is a sense of comfort here, a sense of real belonging.”
Everyone involved with the documentary project felt that sense of hospitality.

“It's easy to see these kids are inspired,” said Lyman Smith, Eagle Ridge Director of Production. “There is a strong community here; you have to
give credit to Molly and the teachers. They are all clearly engaged.”

Smith said Madison students are happy, healthy, smart and interested in their school, values that will be illustrated in the documentary.

“This is such a great place,” he said. “It's perfect for our general theme — the intangibles, a place where working, learning and teaching are all hap-
pening in such a historic space. You get a real sense of the legacy here.”

Eagle Ridge also is filming the other five schools that will be featured in the final product, including a former high school in Durango that now is an
administration building, an elementary school in Wiley now used as a community building, and East High School in Denver, which continues to be
used for its original purpose.

“We tried to get a representational sample of the type of buildings, age and geography,” Bushey said.

Colorado Preservation Inc. is the glue that binds the structures together, since the organization provided grant money for renovation and historic
preservation of each.

“We are focusing on successful school rehabilitation projects,” Smith said. “Different stories, different schools. Not all are functioning as schools
now, but we're focusing on how the communities came together to save the space.”

The project began with a CPI survey of every school building across the state of Colorado owned by a district. More than 3,000 buildings were nar-
rowed down to 500 or 600 historical structures, a list that was filtered down to only six — including Madison.

Merry said she was overwhelmed with the inclusion.

‘It came out of the blue,” Merry said. “We were thrilled, so honored. We want other people to see not only the building, but what is going on inside.”
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When completed, the documentary will be distributed on DVD to every school district in the state. Although dates are uncertain, the film also will
premiere on Rocky Mountain PBS.

Madison is a school of choice that honors and challenges individual leaming styles and intelligences. Three and a half full-time teachers and addi-
tional support personnel serve 71 first- through fifth-graders at 202 E. Douglas St.

“This is such a great use of the facility,” Bushey said. “It's so inspiring to see as an outsider.”

30



[llustrators for this project:

Lisa Davis (school Logo Designer)
Jonah Hale

Beth Newey

Niki Swanson

Sarah Jackson

Gwen Rockey

Star Fabrizio

Elizabeth Gamache (webpage)
Andrew Scudder

Malynn Kindell

Krystal Wyatt (ural Coordinator/Photographer)

Kandi Hamilton

Front Cover
Page 2
Page 4
Page 12
Page 14
Page 14
Page 18
Page 20
Page 22
Page 22
Page 24-25

Back Cover






